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Synopsis

The private thoughts, emotions, hopes, and frustrations contained in this collection of letters written
by key figures in psychology provide rich insight into the development of the field. From John Locke
writing parenting advice in 17th century Holland to Kenneth B. Clark responding to the impact of his
research on the 19th century Brown v. Board decision, this book illustrates the history of the
psychology in a direct, engaging manner. Uses primary source materials to provide students with
a unique view of the story of psychology. Features an introduction to historiography, focusing on
how historians use manuscript collections in their work. Includes chapter-opening material that
explains the historical context, brief annotations to help clarify the content, and an epilogue that
concludes these important stories in psychology. The second edition adds new annotations by
Benjamin, giving greater life and dimension to the learning about the people and ideas that have

influenced the development of psychology.
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Customer Reviews

"A novel and interesting approach to the history of psychology." Network Review & ceTexts on the
history of psychology sometimes tend to be dusty and dry. A History of Psychology in Letters
delivers excitement in a way that few texts can-by enabling readers to peek in on the original letters
sent by the great leaders in the history of the field. So one learns about history in the most exciting
way possible - through the leaders’ own words. The text carefully intersperses the letters with
narrative to make them cohere and flow in a seamless way. | highly recommend the book to

anyone. Even those who thought the history of psychology to be boring will find great excitement in



the pages of this book.a « Robert J. Sternberg, Tufts University "The first edition of this book gave
teachers a uniquely powerful tool to improve their students’ grasp of the complexities of
psychology’s history and to introduce them to the processes and pleasures of research about the
past.This second edition adds new and insightful chapters on several significant episodes in the
history of psychology, such as Hugo Munsterberg’s early involvement with the psychology of law
and Kenneth Clark and the Brown v. Board decision. A new introductory chapter makes more
explicit than ever before the ways in which (and the reasons why) historians delve into psychology’s

past." Michael M. Sokal, Worcester Polytechnic Institute

The private thoughts, emotions, hopes, and frustrations contained in this collection of letters written
by key figures in psychology provide rich insight into the development of the field. From John Locke
writing parenting advice in 17th century Holland to Kenneth B. Clark responding to the impact of his
research on the 19th century Brown v. Board decision, this book illustrates the history of the
psychology in a direct, engaging manner. Using primary source materials such as letters and journal
entries, Ludy Benjamin, one of the leading historians in the field, provides students with a unique
view of the story of psychology. The first chapter features an introduction to historiography, focusing
on how historians use manuscript collections in their work. The fifteen chapters of letters include
chapter-opening material that explains the historical context, brief annotations to help clarify the
content of the letters, and an epilogue that concludes these important stories in psychology. This
new edition adds more insightful annotations by Dr. Benjamin, giving greater life and dimension to

the learning about the people and ideas that have influenced the development of psychology.

| was skeptical of this book at first. It was a requirement for one of my classes. Surprisingly | found it

an easy and informative read. All psych majors should read this!

An excellent resource for students of psychology and for all those interested in history. It opens and
enhances minds bringing perspectives in some importante occurrences in history of psychology.
Virtually nobody should miss this book

Cool to read the actual words of early psychologists

Easy read, entertaining, love getting closer to the history of psychology and love reading letters

because they are so intimate.



This is a reasonable addition to a class on history and systems in psychology. It misses important
women and their stories. The letters are pruned to represent the male experience in history. Another

edition would be in order that would be less male-centric with important gender equality.

| had to buy this book for a class | am taking. It is really cool, and offers a different perspective on

the great figures of psychology.

Received my order very quickly and the product was as expected! | will definitely keep them in mind

next time | need something!!
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